
How then shall we live? (Romans 13) 
A new law? 
 
As soon as we say love is a law we realize it's no longer that 
kind of law. 
 
 --love cannot be mechanical, following a command 
 
It's not about doing rather it's about being. 
 
Having the right heart /intention  
 
An example of being renewed in the mind leading to 
transformation of our true true inner self  
 
--we love because God first loved us 
 
The example of the Gospel and the passage from Ezekiel show 
us this development. 
 
We no longer warn others or seek to correct them to save our 
own soul to save ourselves from blood guilt, instead we warn 
and correct because we love. 
 
 
Love is an ideal, presented throughout the New testament as 
our goal.--Love completes the Law (is the spirit of the law). 
 
 
But realistically, until we can be motivated by love not doing the 
right thing but being the right person having the right motivation, 
until then Paul continues to give us helpful instruction.  
 
The passage ends with one such a very practical piece of 
advice. 
 
Put on Christ, and do not make provision for gratifying the 
desires of your old human nature. Or to repeat what Paul said 
in Romans 12:2 do not be conformed to this world /age but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind! 
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